How This Popular Piano Chord Program
Came About And What It Can Do For You

David Longo

My Short Story...

My first piano lesson was at the age of seven... | remember that it was in the middle of the month of March and, "coincidentally," | am writing this at the same
time many years later. | became inspired to play because | had a cousin who lived a mile and a half down the road and when | used to visit, | was very
impressed with seeing those fingers whirl up and down that keyboard, getting the kind of results that | knew | would enjoy creating as well.

Within a matter of weeks my parents, not wanting to deprive me and yet doubting my sense of commitment, called my cousin's teacher and set up an
appointment for my first lesson. We were lucky at the time to have a teacher who made it his business to make house calls. Actually, my first lesson was on a
tiny organ, and the piano didn't arrive until about six months down the road, since they wanted to make sure my interest was genuine. The teacher agreed that
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the organ was fine for me to get started while stressing that investing in a piano would be inevitable at some point...

Beginning with that very first lesson, the habit of learning chords and applying them was drilled into my brain. My entire experience revolved around learning
chords inside and out and improvising with them. To be honest, | have never had a piano teacher who didn't teach piano chords and improvisation to some
degree. While most people who start to learn piano get the traditional classical training and often don't get to explore chord construction and improvisation until
their later years of development (if they ever do), | was experiencing it the other way around.

As Luck Would Have It...

As time went on and as | became more exposed to other individuals, including schoolmates (throughout my grammar, junior high, and high school days) who
were also involved with taking piano lessons, | became more and more aware that the majority of others who were studying piano with a private teacher were
enduring classical studies more than anything else. To me, this seemed a bit odd, but what did | know? In truth, it was my situation that was "odd."

You see, playing piano with a "chord" mind set was all | knew. Sure, | learned to read music, so there was a balance in my education in that respect, but while
other kids my age were learning Fur Elise by Beethoven, | was playing standards like Misty by Erroll Garner - and using chords in a variety of ways while doing
so. | never really played a song more than once in exactly the same fashion. To others, this seemed impressive. To me, | didn't know any other way!

Creativity was an instinct that was nurtured at a very early age. Today, | am thankful for it. Piano chord "technology" became a way of thinking at such an early
part of my development, to which | can attribute my rather unique perspective on this art of "chord piano." Having been exposed to a number of teachers who
ALL promoted the art of improvisation, and who were all very encouraging, | have been exposed to a pretty nice variety of "chord tactics" and learning
approaches, not to mention what I've learned when it comes to encouraging and motivating people... sharing this gift with others offers me quite a bit of
pleasure.

Giving Some Of It Back...

Actually, in addition to the art of "chord piano,” | consider the very act of teaching it to be an art in itself. My piano teaching days starting in my teens and
probably the one reason that has kept me coaching people on piano all these years has been that | really do enjoy the challenge of approaching the
instructional process from a variety of different angles. When it comes to understanding what is being taught, often is the case that what works for one doesn't
necessary work for the other. | don't see failure as an option, and | think | can attribute my attitude regarding this to the fact that | was exposed to
encouragement and inspiration with each and every piano teacher | ever had.

My teaching experience involved my having the opportunity to work one-on-one with many people, each having his or her own rendition of aspirations,
situations, and challenges. | learning quickly that if | was to truly qualify as being a "good teacher," | was going to have to learn to consider each experience |
was faced with as the most important one | could ever encounter. Honestly, this is how | approach each teacher/student relationship | have the fortune of being
engaged in. Gaining a complete picture of any given person's perspective has always presented me with rewards, a most significant one being my aptitude for
personalizing my instruction to his or her needs.

This eventually led me to being faced with a specific challenge (thankfully) - one that | was committed to overcome. In an effort to devise a learning program
meant to be effective for a large population of individuals, if what | said above is true - that what works for one doesn't necessarily work for another - how do |
make it compatible for everyone?

This was definitely a nut | had to crack. Would it be possible, in coming up with an approach to get people to learn and enjoy incorporating some genuine
professional sounds at the piano, to create it in such a way where anyone and everyone would gain value from it?

| wouldn't take "no" for an answer. | had to make it happen.



The Only Way It Would Work...

In doing so, there were considerations | had to acknowledge:

1) People come from all walks of life with a number of different backgrounds

2) Individuals of all ages would be exposed to my program

3) Those exposed to my program will have different piano playing experience and skill levels
4) Everyone has a different amount of time to actually devote to learning and improving skills

These are all important truths and | could not ignore any of them.
And | didn't.

1) Giving consideration that | would be dealing with people with a number of different backgrounds, | quickly decided that the best way to approach producing a
program that places a heavy emphasis on creativity would be to take the same approach I've taken that has been responsible for being successful during my
excess of 30 years coaching people one-on-one:

. be myself

. keep the instruction simple

. express what | had to say with clarity
. presentitin an informal manner.

2) I knew that | could expect my program to be used by a wide range of ages - from 18 year old students aspiring to become piano stylists to more mature
adults who would come to realize that the rewards in store for those who decide to get involved with learning chord piano and improvising are plentiful... people
in the 30's, 40's, 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's, and older. This being the case, again, | concluded that keeping the program informal and simple was my best approach.
In addition, maintaining a sense of humor would be a priority while holding to the task at hand. This was easy for me to achieve since | love teaching this
material.

3) The fact that people of different playing levels would be adopting my program was an important consideration not to be overlooked. After all, some people
may be familiar with how to play a few simple triads (three note chords) and that may be the extent of their experience. Some others would know how to create
major seventh chords, dominant seventh chords, etc., and yet others would have some understanding of 9th chords, 11th chords, and 13th chords and more.
Of course, there are many skill levels within this spectrum as well.

Firstly, if your chord experience is limited to playing some triads like C Major, G Major, etc., then you will find that the material in this program will include
concepts, techniques, and strategies that you should aspire to learn. Your attitude toward your expectations from this program will be the determining factor as
to whether or not you think it's for you. The truth is, if you expose yourself to these lessons with the mind set to do so, you can become very inspired. To you, |
would offer the suggestion that your involvement with the lessons be less aggressive than someone who has experience with all the seventh chords, for
example. These lessons just may be the incentive you need to take your chord knowledge to the next level. Remember, as your knowledge grows and as you
gain more experience, you have the luxury of taking yourself through the lessons of this program again and again. In short, only positive rewards will result from
your participation with it.

Secondly, if you are familiar with your basic seventh chords, such as major sevenths, minor sevenths, and dominant sevenths, then this program will serve as a
very nice bridge that will take you from where you are to the next level of chord understanding and application. Participation with these lessons will have you
creating many of those professional piano chord sounds that you've likely often heard and were a mystery to you up until now.



Thirdly, if you possess a rather advanced knowledge of piano chords, including ninths, elevenths, and thirteenths, then you have likely developed an
appreciation for learning advanced chord strategies as well as a capacity to want to learn additional applications of what you already know. It is quite probable
that what you learn in this program will enhance your piano playing ability.

4) The fact that everyone has their own schedule and amount of time to devote to learning is one that | have placed special attention to. | hold strong to the
truth that we all have the innate desire and ability to express ourselves musically (no exceptions)... and this does not mean that the process of allowing this
desire and ability to breath needs to be enslaved by a tedious learning program. It has been my commitment that this program would be one that can be used
by all, whether you have a few minutes a week to devote - or hours a day.

It is with this in mind that | decided to have these lessons made available in a weekly fashion. However, to those with a minimal amount of time per week, it is
certainly not a requirement that these lessons be fully assimilated on a weekly basis. They, after all, can be referred to whenever you like... these lessons are
not "time sensitive." Many users of the program choose to spend weeks on one lesson while they simply collect all subsequent lessons for later enjoyment.
Also, | emphasize throughout the program that full assimilation is not necessary before moving onto the next lesson; therefore, once you have gained some
value and want to move on, please do so. Remember, you get many chances to take yourself through the program again and again. Exposure to these lessons
will open your mind up to new ways of thinking at the piano... repeated exposure will eventually lead you to actually applying what you are learning with
increased creativity and growing confidence.

This program is intended to serve as a basis for many "aha!" moments to be experienced by you in the future. As an example, let's say that you only know how
to play a few major chords on the piano - like C Major, F Major, and G Major - when you get involved with this program, | recommend that you expose yourself
to its concepts without having high expectations in terms of actual playing results - at least at the beginning. Simply stay in touch with the lessons at your
convenience while you continue to increase your basic chord skills... as you become more acquainted with a wider array of chords, including seventh chords,
you will eventually see how some of these lessons make more sense than when you initially started familiarizing yourself with them. There is no replacement
for this kind of ongoing insight.

Time is not an issue. The real issue is your commitment to being open to learning something new and having fun while doing it!

You see, you cannot possibly fail with this program. You simply choose how much you want to get out of it and you do so at your own pace... there is no
pressure, there are no time constraints... you have no reason not to begin! In addition, this program will not interfere with any other that you may be engaged in.
Rather, it is likely to enhance your experience.

This program, which | call ProProach, will get you to adopt a more creative mind set at the piano. If you are already playing some songs, you are likely to find
yourself taking these concepts and making them yours relatively quickly... surely, your playing will reflect your new discoveries!

If you are not currently playing songs but are simply familiarizing yourself with playing chords on the piano, then you will find this program to be a wonderful
vehicle by which you will take having fun with chords to a whole new level! Merely experimenting with the different "pro-like" chord sounds you can achieve will
be well worth your involvement with the lessons!

Getting The Most Benefit From ProProach...

You are free to participate in this program however you wish, of course. There are no restrictions imposed by me, except that lessons will be made available
once per week. There is a purpose for this. Throughout the program, | place a special emphasis on making the most of a given concept. | ask that you give
consideration to these two facts:

. Your understanding of a given concept, technique of strategy always has room for enhancement
. Any given concept, technique, or strategy has the potential to be viewed another creative angle and applied to many different musical scenarios
. Your commitment to both accepting the previous two statements as true and to allowing them to serve your best interests will serve you well when it
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comes to realizing your personal potential.

It is understood that a given lesson, at face value, will come easier to some than others. | ask that you go beyond perceiving these lessons at face value and
encourage you to explore your potential understanding of them by incorporating what you are learning into your favorite songs as much as possible. In addition,
transposing the musical example to different keys (potentially 12) will be conducive to your gaining the maximum benefit from this program. Whatever level you
are at in terms of your understanding of any given lesson, you always have the potential to take that understanding further. Always ask yourself, "How can | use
this idea in a more creative way? In what other musical situation can | use this idea?" Giving attention to what has been said here and applying yourself
accordingly will eventually lead to the discovery of insights of your own... this is what | want for you!

So, if you feel that you are not being challenged enough for a week's time with any given lesson, please consider what | have said above. You might imagine
the number of requests | receive from people to have all the lessons sent to them all at once. My suggestions make it evident as to why | opt otherwise. To
those who have this inclination, you might consider this: if you were to enlist the "live" services of a private teacher on a weekly basis, requesting the instructor
to present you with the lessons all at once to avoid your having to show up every week is likely something you would not consider. After all, you would realize
the value of regular exposure to the individual lessons and spending a week's time to further assimilate and apply the contents of each lesson. My request is
that you give the same attention to the lessons in this program... please have fun amazing yourself with the possibilities! Also, please know that, after taking
yourself through the 24 weeks, a complete listing of links to all your lessons will be provided for your reference and enjoyment. You will find that, the more times
you take yourself through this program, the more insights you will gain and the more rewards you will attain.

A Few Words Of Encouragement To Beginners...

| would like to reiterate some of what | mentioned earlier... the content of these lessons will be perceived differently by each individual, based on his or her
experience as well as other criteria. To the beginning learner, it is understood that these lessons will serve as an inspiration to take your playing skills to a
higher level. | would like to suggest that you might first approach these lessons with curiosity, without placing any heavy demands on yourself whatsoever. View
these lessons weekly as they become available to you and allow them to serve you well by providing you with the motivation to further your understanding,
while staying involved with any other learning program you are using to increase your knowledge and skills. Do not judge yourself or your ability simply because

you are witnessing musical examples that seem beyond your understanding! If you must judge yourself at all, see yourself an individual who aspires to succeed
and is open to greater discoveries ahead. You are on an exciting journey and you are committed to enjoying the ride! Remember, you will always have access
to your lessons and, as you take yourself through them again and again, you will perceive them from yet a greater perspective of understanding each and every
time.

Let's Enjoy The Journey Together...

One thing | cannot express in words is the amount of fun I've had creating ProProach! It is my hope that you will quickly learn this for yourself once you begin
the program. If you experience a fraction of the amount of fun participating in it that | have had, then two things are assured: 1) I've achieved my goal of creating
a learning experience that is a joy to be involved with; 2) Your rewards for your time spent are certain, since keeping the learning process fun is always
conducive to greater assimilation and retention of the content being presented. | believe that you are in for a positive experience and look forward to your
testimonial being the next | share with others!

| continue to enjoy receiving email messages from individuals who have expressed their appreciation for my unique coaching style, ultimately resulting in their
realizing results that previously seemed unattainable. To all of you for your wonderful comments... please accept my sincere thanks and genuine admiration.
You have been - and continue to be - my inspiration.
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And remember...
Always...

ALWAYS...

PLAY WITH PASSION!

Musically,

(D
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